CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY  29th June 2006.

Present:
David Brown : Chair


Douglas Micklethwait 


Becki Withers :Vice Chair.

Eddie Quirk







Simon Falla



Jonny Sykes




Tim Harker



David Clark : Parish Clerk







In attendance :      Mr Barry Caddick (Community Emergency Volunteer) – no other Parishioners
ITEM 1 :   APOLOGIES : KDC Cllr Peter Veasey

ITEM 2 :  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST :  There were none.
ITEM 3 :  





APPROVAL OF  PREVIOUS MINUTES
3.1
Approval of the Minutes of the Annual meeting on 11th May 06 was proposed by Cllr Micklethwait, seconded by Cllr Harker, and agreed by all.

ITEM  4 :   MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
4.1
Item 17 : Road Gritting Routes.  The meeting noted with approval that Ms Diane Ware of WCC Highways Dept had readily agreed to visit the area and familiarise herself with the current and proposed routes to review issues of practicality etc.  Cllr Sykes and the Clerk would meet her on 11th July 06.
4.2
Item 26 : Condition of Listed Building  The Chair noted that the roof of the building in question had now been patched which satisfied immediate concerns.
ITEM  5 :   INSURANCE – MEASURES TO CONFIRM ADEQUACY OF COVER
5.1
The Chair noted that the question of adequacy related only to the property section and that, given the joint nature of the policy with Chute Forest PC (to enable cover of the jointly appointed Playing Field Committee) the sponsors of the various components should be consulted as part of this review.  The following actions came out of the discussion which followed and were agreed by all:-  (Action : Clerk)
War Memorial :  Joint PC Responsibility.  The War Memorial Trust should be asked for advice on valuation – the Clerk to ensure that CFPC was made party to this enquiry/action.
Well House, Upper Chute : Chute PC responsibility.  The KDC Conservation Staff should be asked for advice. .

Bus Shelter Upper Chute : Chute PC responsibility.  Cllr Quirk to clarify rebuild costs.

Bus Shelter Chute Forest : Chute Forest PC responsibility.   CFPC to be asked to review/confirm value.

Pavilion, contents, play equipment etc at KG Playing Field : Joint PC responsibility.  The KGPF Management Committee to be asked to review/confirm values –  CFPC to be advised .

ITEM 6 :  REPORT FROM CHUTE COMMUNITY EMERGENCY VOLUNTEER (CEV)
6.1
Barry Caddick as the appointed Chute Parish CEV reported as follows:-

6.1.1
He proposed to seek voluntary participation in a list of  potentially useful skills such as medical and mechanical experience and knowledge of foreign languages.  
6.1.2
He intended to attend a two day CEV training course in September (no cost to the Council).

6.1.3
 He recommended a positive response to a WCC invitation to Parish Councils to take part in an evening exercise on 9 November 06.
6.1.4
He noted the extremely close location of Chute & Chute Forest Parishes and favoured an approach to his opposite number to propose some degree of ‘jointery’.

6.2
Mr Caddick’s initiatives, above, were all supported:  the Council agreed to participate in the 9 Nov exercise ( numbers tbc later) and he was unanimously thanked for his efforts on behalf of the Parish. 
ITEM 7 :
ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31 MARCH 2006 

7.1
The documents presented were discussed with the Clerk, as RFO, and it was noted that Mr Caddick, the Independent Internal Auditor, had signed Section 4 of the audit return without qualification. 
7.2
When all questions had been dealt with the Chair turned to the proposals in the agenda as follows:-

7.2.1
Approval of the Accounts as presented, duly audited by Mr Caddick,  was proposed by Cllr 
Falla, seconded by Cllr Micklethwait, and agreed by all.

7.2.2
Approval of Section 1 of the Audit Return, Statement of Accounts, and the supporting 
analysis was proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Harker,  and agreed by all.

7.2.3
Approval of Section 2 of the Audit Return, Statement of Assurance, as submitted, was 
proposed by Cllr Withers, seconded by Cllr Sykes, and agreed by all.

ITEM  8 :  FINANCE – FY 2006/07 BUDGET  – FIRST FORECAST OF OUTCOME
8.1
The Risk Assessment, and in particular the need to revisit the balance to be struck between a prudent level of reserves and the need to restrain increases in local taxation.  The RFO’s proposed disposition of reserves in-year (see notes to forecast) were thought sensible and, overall, it was accepted that the Council’s financial position was under proper control. The November review of the Precept (for 2007/08) would provide an adequate opportunity to review the in-year position and the way ahead.  Acceptance of the Forecast presented by the RFO (including suggested disposition of reserves) was proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Falla and agreed by all.
ITEM  9 :  FINANCE – BILL PAYMENT
9.1
Ongoing membership of GLEAM was discussed : payment of the £10.00 Subscription was then proposed by Cllr Falla, seconded by Cllr Micklethwait and agreed by all.

ITEM  10:  FINANCE –  CLEANSING GRANT/YOUTH INITIATIVE

10.1
Vice Chair reported that she had still not received any youth response to her poster campaign and the Clerk noted the need to use the (accumulating) grant funding for proper purposes.  After discussion it was agreed to defer a decision on the way ahead.   
ITEM 11 :
FINANCE – GRANT AID FOR VILLAGE HALL
11.1
Cllr Quirk, representative on Village Hall Cttee, indicated that reserves were not inconsiderable and the year just ended had shown a significant excess of income over expenditure. However, the trustees anticipated some potentially expensive repairs in the current year and therefore were exploring all possible sources of funding support.  Discussion established a consensus that more information on the financial status of the Village Hall was required but it was unlikely that the sort of additional local taxation which might be thought reasonable would be of much help.  It would be better to explore any help that might be provided in terms of sources of grant aid for specific projects. This to be pursued informally with the trustees before the Council made any decision. 
ITEM 12  :
PARISH WELLS – CHUTE CADLEY
12.1
The Chair led a discussion of the draft Risk Assessment (filed with these minutes) he had circulated in response to the Harvey & Snowden survey.  This was accepted to adequately inform action and Cllr Harker undertook to refine it further. As a first key step the well had been inspected by Members on 12th June.
12.2
It was agreed that the short term needs would be met by replacement of the well cover. Supply of a suitable heavy duty grating to be arranged by the Chair:  work to install this to be executed by Members led by Cllr Quirk who would also make any necessary arrangements to have the standard of the completed work reviewed by an independent tradesman.  Action : Members
12.3
Turning to the longer term, it was agreed that the ideal would be to have the superstructure/winding gear renovated as necessary without changing its historic form.  This would be a project best sponsored by a community group which would also be best placed to obtain grant aid.  Action along these lines to be explored. (Clerk’s note : Details of the Community First Capital Grants Scheme are already to hand.)  
ITEM 13 :
TRADING STANDARDS ALERT SYSTEM
13.1
The Clerk read a letter he had sent, with Chair’s agreement’ to WCC Cllr Robert Hall on 26th May drawing his attention to the absence of such alerts since March 2005. The Clerk had earlier discussed the matter with WCC Trading Standards officers and been advised that they wanted to provide the service but had been unable to do so since the introduction of the Consumer Direct initiative under which all reports are channelled to the regional call centre (Cornwall) since they had lost visibility of the data which enabled them to issue timely local ‘alerts’.  Members agreed that these ‘alerts’ had been valuable and the Chair undertook to follow-up with WCC Cllr Hall. Action : Chair
ITEM 14 :
POLICE LIAISON/NHW
14.1
Cllr Harker reported useful progress with regard to strengthening the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme. He had managed to establish contact both with the Police Officer responsible for Neighbourhood Watch Schemes and with the Area co-ordinator and the community was now on the distribution system for the periodic Police Newsletters. Neither had been able to attend but were happy to brief Members at a future date. He had however been less successful in obtaining a Police commitment to attend Council meetings.  It was agreed that, particularly given the need for a briefing on the new Neighbourhood Policing System, Cllr Harker and the Chair would pursue this.   Action : Cllrs Brown and Harker
ITEM 15 :
CHILDREN’S ROAD SAFETY SIGN PROJECT
15.1
The Chair noted that this Item was in response to concerns expressed by Parishioners at the previous meeting over the risks to children’s safety from speeding vehicles at Upper Chute – mainly on the stretch of road from Malthouse Lane past the Village Green to the Cross Keys. The Clerk reported growing concern and this was supported by Cllr Withers.   The Chair also drew attention to the background material on the Road Safety initiative provided with the Agenda and noted that this had assumed the erection of two signs.   In the event only one was erected – action on the second had been postponed since the traffic had reduced radically following closure of the Cross Keys Inn (Clerk’s note :stored in my garage).  Liaison with the Police  had produced an assurance of periodic speed checks but now that the Cross Keys Inn had re-opened and the problem/concern had recurred, it fell to Members to decide if the earlier initiative should be completed by the erection of the 2nd sign opposite Sycamore Cottage. Cllr Withers advised that Mr Humphreys, owner of the Cross Keys, shared her concern and was content that the sign should be erected close to the pub.

15.2
Discussion highlighted a number of points: in particular the general distaste for such signs in a rural environment - they may be said to be in conflict with the Village Design Statement - and that there is no proof that the 1st sign had had the desired effect. At the conclusion Members generally accepted that the position had not altered in any significant fashion from that recorded at the November and December 2004 Meetings.  Erection of the 2nd sign at the place approved by WCC Highways Authority opposite Sycamore Cottage was proposed by Cllr Falla, seconded by Cllr Withers and agreed with one abstention. Cllr Withers volunteered to make due arrangements since the position agreed by Highways Staff was partially on her family’s land. The Clerk to arrange notification in the next Chronicle.  Action : Cllr Withers and Clerk
ITEM  16 :  PLANNING APPLICATION :  1 Tolly Cottages Chute Cadley

16.1
The following response to the application was proposed by Cllr Harker, seconded by Cllr Falla and agreed by all:-  
There is no doubt that the original cottage and its current small flat roofed extension, dating from perhaps the early 1970’s,  will greatly benefit from improvement and development.  We are in favour of appropriate development here.  However, we are concerned that the proposed development is large in comparison with the original cottage and not in line with the requirements of the Village Design Statement.  Additionally, foundations for the proposed development would come very close to the boundary with the adjacent property and its hedge – and there is a steep down-slope of around 1.5 metres to the plot of that property.  The previously mentioned hedge should screen the proposed development from view – always assuming it is not affected by the proposed building work.  In summary,  the Council objects to this application.  We feel the plans should be revised to a more modest scale and re-submitted.

ITEM  17 :  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
17.1
The Clerk read the following  record of actions since the last meeting:-

53400/Amd   Land Opposite Jimila, Lower Chute : Erect house & garage. No objection by PC. Now approved by KDC.
54136/F   Folly Cottage, Chute  Cadley: erect UPVC conservatory. No objection by PC.  Now approved by KDC.

54374/F  West Limmer Barn : Revision to Cabin.  No objection by PC. Now approved by KDC.
ITEM 18 :
VERGE PROTECTION PILOT SCHEME
18.1
It was agreed that, since planting options should not be considered until Autumn, action should be deferred.  In the meantime the Clerk to pursue an Application for a Licence to Cultivate & Maintain  the area under Section 96 of the Highways Act.   Action : Clerk
ITEM 19 :



AMBULANCE SERVICE – RESIDENCE LOCATION DATA
16.1
Cllrs Sykes and Falla advised that action to review/check the WAS data-base was still in progress – delayed by Fete commitments.  Action : Cllrs Sykes and Falla
ITEM  20 :    KENNET/WILTSHIRE COMMUNITY WEB-SITE
23.1
The site had been made available wef 30th March 06 and  the Council had been registered on a trial basis by Cllr Falla who had begun to ‘populate’ it. – action was still in progress. Action : Cllr Falla
ITEM  21 :  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
21.1
Response to the Charter 88 Campaign papers circulated would be by individuals not the Council.
21.2
The Clerk advised that he had interviewed a family over dog fouling and that he continued to run a buffer stock of recycling boxes for (de facto) both Chute and Chute Forest Parishes.. These were applauded.

21.3
The Chair advised that he intended to attend a WALC briefing on Village Plans- also that he proposed to hold a non-executive Meeting on general procedures etc in the near future: both were welcomed.





































He noted that the next meeting was scheduled for 3rd August 2006 and, there being no further business, closed the meeting at 21.40.
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Signed


Dated


